












Mucocutaneous Leishmaniasis  

• Leishmania braziliensis and L. maxicana cause mucocutaneous 

leishmaniasis. Amastigotes are found in macrophages in ulcerations at 

mucocutaneous junctures of the skin. This disease is also known by 

various other names, including American leishmaniasis, espundia. 

• A specific lesion of caused by L. mexicana is chiclero ulcer which is 

characterized by ulcerations in pinna. Chiclero ulcer is also called as self 

healing sore of Mexico.  

• L. braziliensis causes the most severe and destructive form of cutaneous 

lesion. It involves the nose, mouth, and larynx.  

• Subsequent mucocutaneous involvement leads to nodules inside the 

nose, perforation of the nasal septum, and enlargement of the nose and 

lips (espundia). If the larynx is involved, the voice changes as well. 

Ulcerated lesions may lead to scarring and tissue destruction that can be 

disfiguring.  
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•  Pentavalent antimonial drugs, e.g.   

   meglumine antimonate, sodium  

   stiboglucomate. 

 

• Other drugs like pentamidine, 

amphotericin B and allopurinol are 

used as an alternative to 

pentavalent antimonial drugs. 

 

Treatment 


